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For detailed information on all aspects of early childhood center design,
development and financing, see RICCFF’s complete resource guide series described
below. Contact the RICCFF (www.rilisc.org) to obtain copies of these publications.

Volume 1 on Developing Early Childhood Facilities identifies all of the steps in the real
estate development and financing process, and helps early childhood providers and their
partners carry out early feasibility and planning activities, assemble an appropriate project
development team, select and acquire a site, raise money, and complete construction.

Volume 2 on Designing Early Childhood Facilities highlights the connection between
well-designed space and high quality programming, and helps early childhood providers,
community developers, and architects plan effective spaces for young children. The guide
includes an overview of design principles, a tour through a center’s functional areas, and
information on materials, lighting, security, urban settings and accessibility.

Volume 3 on Equipping and Furnishing Early Childhood Facilities helps early childhood
providers and others select and arrange classroom furniture and equipment to create a
child-safe, child-friendly, functional and attractive physical environment.

Volume 4 on Creating Playgrounds for Early Childhood Facilities assists with the planning

of an early childhood center’s outdoor space to achieve a successful natural environment for
young children. This guide suggests equipment and materials that support a range of activities
that children can enjoy outdoors.

Resome Greening Your Early Childhood Center focuses on high-impact green design
strategies that can be implemented over the long term, as well as low-cost/no-cost ideas for
'?.'.ffﬁ,':.-‘,'.f:;!.'te,, physical improvements, environmental education and facilities operations that early childhood

L ~ centers can undertake right away.
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Resources

The AfterSchool Alliance works with public officials,
practitioners and advocates to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of after-school programs and advocate for more after-
school investments. The website includes policy updates,
issue briefs, and state-by-state information on after-school
funding and policies. http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/

The After-School Corporation advocates for public
funding for after-school programs, conducts research and
evaluations, develops program models and strategies, and
provides technical assistance to help communities develop
after-school systems. The website provides news briefs,
publications and information on funding opportunities.
http://www.tascorp.org/

The National Afterschool Association (NAA), former-
ly the National School-Age Care Alliance, is a membership
association for professionals who provide out-of-school time
programs. The website includes information on professional
development and training development opportunities, and a
directory of online resources. http://www.naaweb.org/

The National Child Care Information and Technical
Assistance Center (NCCIC) is a service of the Office of
Child Care of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. NCCIC is a national clearinghouse that provides
comprehensive information on child care programs, licens-
ing, health and safety, quality, financing, administration
and other topics. State-by-state licensing information for
school-age care can be found at: http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/
resource/state-licensing-regulations-school-age-care

The National Institute on Out-of-School Time
(NIOST), formerly known as the School-Age Child Care
Project, seeks to bring national attention to the importance
of out-of-school time. NIOST produces a wide array of re-
search and technical papers, assessment and training tools,
and publications. http://www.niost.org/

The U.S. Department of Education has an after-school
website with information on program operations, federal
funding sources and other topics.
http://www.afterschool.gov

PROGRAM QUALITY TOOLS:

The Council on Accreditation (COA) is an independent
nonprofit accreditor of after-school programs. The COA’s
standards were developed in partnership with the National
AfterSchool Association, and are based on generally ac-
cepted elements of best practice related to quality improve-
ment, financial management, staff recruitment, training
and supervision, as well as other areas. http://www.coaaf-
terschool.org/p_ guidelines.php

The School-Age Care Environmental Rating Scale
(SACERS), developed by the FPG Child Development Insti-
tute (formerly the Frank Porter Graham Center), is designed
to assess before- and after-school group care programs for
school-age children five to 12 years of age. The scale evalu-
ates process quality, including the various interactions that
take place in a classroom among children, staff and parents,
as well as the interactions children have with the materials
and activities in their environment. The scale covers: Space
and Furnishings; Health and Safety; Activities; Interac-
tions; Program Structure; Staff Development; and Special
Needs. http://ers.fpg.unc.edu/

The Youth Program Quality Assessment (YPQA) is

a validated instrument developed by the HighScope Educa-
tional Research Foundation to evaluate the quality of youth
programs and identify staff training needs. YPQA assess-
ments evaluate key aspects of program quality, including
the learning environment, adult-child interaction, curricu-
lum planning, parent involvement, staff qualifications and
program management, among others. http://www.high-
scope.org/Content.asp?ContentId=117
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@ This paper contains 30% post consumer waste.
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